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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed 12/27/05, with respect to Claims 1- 
14 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of Claims 1-14 has 
been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

3. Regarding claims 1 and 7, Norton et al. disclose an interactive speech interface 
unit and system comprising: 

a speech recognizer that recognizes input speech of user utterance and converts 
the recognized input speech into a character string (Col. 30, Lines 12-15); 

an input statement analyzer that analyzes the character string and converting the 
analyzed character string into semantic representation (Natural Language Interpreter, 
Col. 30, Lines 15-18); 

an output statement generator that generating an intermediate language to be 
outputted to the user {text-to-speech hardware, Col. 30, Lines 18-23); 
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a speech generator that converts the intermediate language into speech and 
outputs the speech {text-to-speech hardware, Col. 30, Lines 18-23); 

interactive control means for controlling flow of an interactive status and 
accessing an application {Dialog Manager, CoL 30, Lines 45-50); 

application interface means for accessing the application using the semantic 
representation outputted from the interactive control means {Dialog Manager, Col. 5, 
Lines 20-25); 

an interactive task hierarchical database storing a plurality of interactive tasks 
each of which includes an interactive sequence in a hierarchical structure so that the 
interactive tasks include an upper interactive task and a lower interactive task (Col. 5, 
Lines 37-43; Figs. 2A-2C and 3A-3B; Col. 3, Lines 27-34); 

However, Norton et ai do not explicitly disclose nor fairly suggest an interactive 
controller that controls flow of an interactive status and accessing an application, the 
interactive controller putting series of interactive sequences having calling relations 
together in a plurality of interactive tasks having an upper interactive task and a lower 
interactive task in hierarchical structure, the interactive controller modifying one of the 
interactive sequences in an upper interactive task in accordance with a lower interactive 
task. 

Therefore claims 1 and 7, and their dependent claims, 2-6 and 8-14, respectively, 
are allowed. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minerva Rivero whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7626. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571 ) 272-7582. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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